
Northeast Elementary PTO Meeting 
May 19th, 6:00 p.m., Library 

 
The 6th grade dog therapy group, led by Mr. Borman, did a spectacular presentation for the 
PTO. The presentation explained how a therapy dog would enhance the Northeast learning 
environment. It was very well presented complete with statistics, interview quotes from 
principals and teachers at other schools that utilize therapy dogs, detailed financial information, 
and a video. All PTO members present were impressed with the student’s knowledge and 
passion on this topic. 
 
This group also recently presented this information to the school board, and they approved of 
and granted permission for Northeast to get a therapy dog. 
 
The dog will cost $2500. Once ordered, it could take over a year to get the dog, although this 
time frame fluctuates depending on availability and demand. The students have raised $800 
thus far and have applied for a grant (through the Clinton County Development Association) to 
cover the rest of the expense, $1700.  
 
To order a dog, the group must pay 20% down (which they already have), and they also need 
to prove that they have the full purchase price available, which will be paid upon delivery of the 
dog. If the PTO agrees to finance the remaining $1700 now, the dog can be ordered soon. At a 
later date, if the grant is approved and funds are granted, the PTO will not need to pay the 
expense. 
 
Following the presentation, PTO members discussed the request and agreed to cover the 
$1700 expense, if the grant money does not come through. This motion was made by Molly 
DeLarm, and seconded by Diane Schumacher. 
 
Denise Judge said that the 3rd grade field trip shirts are very stained and tattered. They need to 
be replaced for next year. She also suggested that all field trip t-shirts be inspected each 
January; then if some need to be ordered, it can be done during the Rebelwear ordering 
period. She will add this topic to the January PTO agenda. 
 
Mrs. Howe stopped by and discussed the Marathon awards ceremony that will take place 
tomorrow. She requested $70 for the medals. This expense was voted on and approved at a 
previous PTO meeting and will be paid. 
 
Mrs. Howe also discussed the playground account. She typically orders balls and other 
equipment, using her budget to fund ½ of the expense, and this account pays the other half. 
She is requesting approximately $500 to order equipment for the next school year. 
 
The Open House meal will be on Tuesday, August 11th. Details will be discussed at the July 
meeting. 
 
Terri Peters created Staff Appreciation cards for all staff during appreciation week and they 
were a big hit. Thanks to Terri for doing that. 



 
The summer library program will be managed by Andrea Thompson again this year. The PTO 
will reimburse her up to $100 for expenses.  
 
The school supply kit orders need to be packaged. There were about 25-30 orders. Diane 
Schumacher will call from the list of parents interested in helping buy the supplies and put the 
kits together. 
 
The group discussed ways that might increase attendance at PTO meetings and increase the 
number of volunteers for various fund-raising events. Room parents seem to be a good 
source, due to their volunteering spirit. Laurae Near will be contacted so that the PTO can 
have agenda time during the Room Parent Meeting. The PTO will ask room parents to take on 
an event, sponsored by the class, for such things as: Ice cream sales, red ribbon week, or for 
locating Family Day sponsors. This will help spread out the duties associated with these 
worthwhile events. 
 
The PTO secretary position will be shared by Dawn Luett and Renee Michaelsen. Motion was 
made by Diane Schumacher and seconded by Terri Peters. 
 
The PTO has many empty print cartridges that have been donated. Denise Judge was sending 
them to a company who paid well for them at first, but the last few times she’s sent them in, the 
return dived. Terri Peters looked for a local option for recyling cartridges. Office Max has a Max 
Perks program, where $3 would be granted for each qualifying cartridge, with that money 
going on to a card for Office Max purchases. You can only bring in 10/month, and would really 
slow down the process and increase time spent. She will look for other options, perhaps in the 
Quad Cities. 
 
The 6th Grade Adventureland trip is coming up, and the PTO will be paying $5/student toward 
the trip, with approximately 62-63 students going. Molly will check with Mr. Hopkins and get 
that paid. 
 
The PTO will be helping to sponsor the preschool graduation by paying $1/child. This will help 
pay for the cake and punch following the ceremony.  
 
The PTO-sponsored concession stands will now only be located at the elementary school. 
Previously, they were occasionally located at the high school or at the football field. In this 
case, the PTO had to sell the Fine Arts drinks and haul other concessions from the 
elementary. It was very laborious and wasn’t paying out well enough to continue. 
 
Denise Judge will host the summer PTO meeting at her home on July 13th at 6:00 p.m. Bring a 
light snack to share. 


