
PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 
NORTHEAST ELEMENTARY 

MINUTES 
 

November 12, 2012 
 

 
Present: Denise Judge, Mollie DeLarm, Diane Schumacher, Terri McDonald 
 
Secretary’s Report – October minutes are available on the website. Denise requested 
that future minutes include an “Action Items” section at the bottom because it is a handy 
quick reference for those with things to do. 
 
Treasurer’s Report was given by Mollie. 
 
Sports balls for Family Day were purchased for $100. Last year we made $130. We will 
see how much we make this year and determine if we should stop doing this as a fund 
raiser. It was suggested that we could add ball donations to the volunteer list. 
 
Rebelwear order was sent home today. It’s also posted on the website. It’s due back Nov. 
30. Orders will be received before Christmas break. 
 
Mollie reported that Adcraft seems to have a lot of set-up fees. For example, beanie hats 
had a $50 set-up fee, plus cost of the hat; we sold 12 hats for $12 each. We need to 
determine if beanies are worth selling.  
 
Sweatshirts are sold for $25. We pay $24 each, including the setup fee.  
 
It seems that Rebelwear income is down, but it’s not determined if cost is up or sales are 
down (or both). It was suggested that we investigate return on investment in January, 
when we have the Christmas order complete. 
 
Bills: Mollie reported receiving PTO bills for the D.A.R.E. program. Bills for wreaths 
and ice cream will soon be coming.  
 
Box Top Money: The PTO buys books with dollars earned on box top donations. Dr. 
Schumacher has a long list of book needs for whole class reading. These books are hard 
cover with a replacement warranty. There are 30 copies of several titles and a few 
replacements. About $1200 will be spent. 
 
Wreath sales totaled $4,556 (up from last year); a deposit of $300 was made from 
concession stand sales. 
 
Ice Cream has been ordered for the holiday concerts. Denise will pick it up the day of 
the first concert, Dec. 3 (next one is Dec. 10). She bought the Fareway brand once she 
learned that it is Blue Bunny ice cream in a Fareway package, and much cheaper. 



Ice Cream Donations: $490 was raised from the ice cream donation campaign. 
Recognition names have been sent to Mr. Hopkins for inclusion in the programs. 
 
Ice Cream Serve and Cleanup: Denise will call volunteers from the volunteer list for 
this event. Dr. Schumacher will bring the money box and show the volunteers what they 
need to do.  
 
There was some discussion about running a negative balance on the Treasurer’s Report. 
There was no objection as long as the officers understand why. 
 
Staff Report: Dr. Schumacher reported no specific updates from staff. All is well. 
 
Old Business 
 
Concession Stands: Dr. Schumacher reported that requesting bars via email is working 
very well. Income is about $200/stand if there are two games. If there’s only one game, 
income is about $100. Dr. Schumacher will get the Jan/Feb schedule and solicit 
volunteers. 
  
Wreath Sales: Karen Clausen is organizing wreath sales again this year. She will use the 
volunteer list to find workers to help distribute them on November 26th. 
 
Red Ribbon week: Now that the Character Committee takes care of most Red Ribbon 
Week duties, it was asked if we should consider taking it off the volunteer list. 
 
D.A.R.E Graduation – Laurae Near and Mary Rickertsen put together 125 cookie bags 
that contained two cookies, Twizzlers, tied with a red ribbon and a DARE sticker. Dr. 
Schumacher handed them out at the conclusion of the ceremony. There were extras that 
she shared with parents. They were very well-received. No mess, no fuss, and she 
recommend we do the same next year. Wal-Mart donated $25 toward the cost of these 
bags. 
 
New Newsletter: Dr. Schumacher started distributing a new one-page newsletter with the 
month’s lunch menu on the back. There is a PTO section on it; let her know of any topics 
that could be added to this section. She was asked to note in the next newsletter that we 
are looking for a new PTO Treasurer, and Mollie will work with them in detail to get 
them comfortable. 
 
New Business 
 
Dr. Schumacher shared possible opportunities for parental involvement at school: Donuts 
for Dads and Muffins for Moms events are examples. Some schools make a competition, 
with traveling trophy, for the highest parental volunteer hours. 
 
Next Meeting: Monday, January 14, 2013. Main topic for this meeting will be Family 
Day. 



Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 5:57 p.m. 
 
 
Action Items 
 

 Denise: Add the topic of “autographed balls” to the summer 2013 agenda. 
Discuss how much we made and determine if we need to discontinue. Consider 
asking for ball donations on the volunteer list. 

 
 Denise: Ask the Character Counts committee if they still want PTO volunteers for 

Red Ribbon Week. If they do not, remove it from the volunteer list. 
 

 Denise: Add the topic of Adcraft to the January 2013 agenda.  
 

 Mollie: Gather Adcraft invoices for January meeting so we can determine if there 
are exorbitant set-up fees, cost increases, etc. 

 
 Denise: Pick up ice cream at Fareway on/before Dec.3. 

 
 Denise: Call volunteers to hand out ice cream following holiday concerts. Let 

them know that Dr. Schumacher will bring the money box and show the 
volunteers what they need to do. Let Dr. Schumacher know who to look for. 

 
 Dr. Schumacher: For each holiday concert, bring the money box and show the 

volunteers what they need to do.  
 

 Dr. Schumacher: Get the Jan/Feb game schedule and solicit volunteers for 
concession stand. 

 
 Karen Clausen: Use the volunteer list to contact workers to help distribute 

wreaths on November 26th. 
 
 
 


